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SILK ROAD EPISODE

SYNOPSIS

Prologue

In the Tang dynasty (618-907 A. D.) Master-painter Zhang
rescured a Persian merchant called Enus who had been stranded
at a deserted stretch of the Silk Road. They became good friends.
Zhang lost his daughter Ying Niang in an accident.

Scene 1

A few years later, the market place at Dunhuang. Zhang
found his daughter again who had become a slave dancer in a
theatrical troupe. The generous Enus redeemed Ying Niang with

his own money so that his friend and his daughter were reunited.

Scene 2

Mogao Cave at Dunhuang. Master-painter Zhang painted dan-
cing figures on the cave wall on the model of his daughter. A
villainous Magistrate wanted to take possession of Ying Niang.
Rather than seeing his daughter fall into the hands of the wvil-
lain, Zhang asked Enus to take her to Persia. The frustrated
Magistrate put Zhang in chains and made him paint more murals

in the Cave as a punishment.
Scene 3

Ying Niang spent many years in Persia, making many friends
and learning many skills. Enus was sent as an envoy on a mission

to China and he brought Ying Niang back to her homeland.



Scene 4

Working in Mogao Cave, Master—painter Zhang missed his
daughter so much that in his dream he looked for her everywhere
through the heaven he painted. A Military Governor came to visit
the cave and marveled at Zhang's art. He redressed the injustice

and set Zhang free.
Scene 5

To vent his personal spite, the villainous Magistrate instig-
ated Gangster Dou IHu to waylay Enus and his caravan outside the
Yangguan Pass. Lighting a beacon-fire to raise alarm, Zhang
tried to save Enus. But he himsell died on the Silk Road for the
sake of friendship.

Scene 6

At a friendship party held in Dunhuang, the Military Gov-
ernor received guests from 27 countries. Ying Niang came in
disguise and offered to dance for the party. She exposed the crimes
of the Magistraie. With the arrest of the Magistrate, a hidden

danger on the Silk KRcad was removed.
Epilogue

The hosts and guests said good-bye to one another at the
Parting Pavilion. The traditional friendship between the people

of China and other countries would flourish for ever.

Presented by the Song and
Dance “nsemble of the Ministry of

Coal Industry of China
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