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SILK ROAD EPISODE

SYNOPSIS

Prologue

In  the  Tang dynas ty  (618-907 A.  D. )  Master .pa in te r  Zhang

rescured a  Pers ian  merchant  ca l l cd  Enus who had been s t randed

at  a  deser ted  s t re tch  o f  the  S i l k  Road.  They  became good f r iends .

Zhang los t  h is  daughter  Y ing  N iang in  an  acc ident .

Scene I

A f  ew years  la te ro  the  marke t  p lace  a t  Dunhuang.  Zhang

found h is  daughter  aga in  who had become a  s lave  dancer  in  a

theat r i ca l  t roupe.  The generous  Enus redeemed Y ing  N iang w i th

h is  own money so  tha t  h is  f r iend  and h is  daughter  were  reun i ted .

Scene 2

Mogao Cave a t  Dunhuang.  Master -pa in te r  Zhang pa in ted  dan.

c ing  f igures  on  the  cave wa l l  on  the  mode l  o f  h is  daughter .  A

v i l la inous  Mag is t ra te  wanted  to  take  possess ion  o f  Y ing  N iang.

Rather  than see ing  h is  daughter  fa l l  in to  the  hands o f  the  v i l -

la in l  Zhang asked Enus to  take  her  to  Pers ia .  The f rus t ra ted

Magis t ra te  pu t  Zhang in  cha ins  and made h im pa in t  more  mura ls

in  the  Cave as  a  pun ishment .

Scene 3

Ying Niang spent  many years in  Pers ia,  making many f r iends

and learn ing many sk i l ls .  Enus was sent  as an envoy on a miss ion

to China and he brought  Ying Niang back to  her  homeland.



Scene 4

Working in i \ {ogao Cave, Nlaster-painter Zl tang missed his

daughter  so  much tha t  in  h is  d rearn  he  loo i<ed fo r  her  everywhere

through the  heaven he  pa in ted .  A  Mi l i ta ry  Governor  came to  v is i t

the  cave and marve led  a t  Zhan{ r .  a r t .  f , Ie  redressed the  in jus t i ce

and set Zhang free.

Scene 5

To vent  i r i s  persona l  sp i te ,  the  v i l la inous  Mag is t ra te  ins t ig -

a ted  Gangster  l )ou  I Iu  to  way lay  Enus and h is  caravan ou ts ide  the

Yangguan Pass .  I . igh t ing  a  L reacon- f i re  to  ra ise  a la rm,  Zhang

t r ied  to  save Enus.  But  he  h imse l i  d ied  on  the  S i l k  Road fo r  the

sake o f  f r iendsh ip .

Scene 6

At  a  f r iendsh ip  par ty  he ld  in  Dunhuang,  the  Mi l i ta ry  Gov-

ernor  rece ived gues ts  f rom 27 count r ies .  Y ing  N iang came in

d isgu ise  and o f fe red  to  dance fo r  the  par ty .  She exposed the  c r imes

of  the  Mag is t ra te .  Wi th  the  ar res t  o f  the  Mag is t ra te l  a  h idden

danser  on  the  S i l k  l i ced  was removed.

Epilogue

T'he  hos ts  and gues is  sa ic l  good-b1 'e  to  one another  a t  the

Par t ing  Pav i l ion .  ' I ' he  t rad i t iona l  f r iendsh ip  be tween the  peop le

o f  Ch ina  and o ther  coun i r ies  v , ' c 'u ld  f lour ish  fo r  ever .

Fresented by the Song and

Dance ij:;somblr: of the Ministry of

Coal Industry of China
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